Lusher Charter Newsletter #7 -
Special Graduation Issue 2008

Lusher’s 1st-Ever Senior Class Graduates

On Sunday, May 18, 2008, Lusher Charter High School held its first commencement ceremonies as the
35 members of the inaugural graduating class were honored. The Kendall Cram Lecture Hall in Tulane
University’s Lavin-Bernick Center was standing-room-only as the graduates, their families, the faculty
and administration of the High School and Middle School, many members of the Elementary School
faculty, the Lusher String Orchestra, the Lusher High School Chorale, and honored guests including
Louisiana Lieutenant Governor Mitch Landrieu participated in this joyous occasion. Lt. Governor
Landrieu gave a delightful and memorable keynote address, which was followed by announcement of
the awards listed below, the list of college matriculations, and the presentation of diplomas. These
students received 19 TOPS awards, for a total of $241,700, and total scholarship offers of $2,141,700.
Immediately following the ceremony, a parent-organized reception took place, made even more special
by the sounds of the Lusher Jazz Band.

The Lusher faculty and staff are so proud of these students, who were pioneers as the very first high
school graduates of Lusher Charter School. Thank you to these students and their families for being
willing to be first and taking a chance. These students have overcome many challenges, and they leave
Lusher a legacy of high standards, courage, and new traditions. Good luck to all, and stay connected!

Awards and Honors

National Merit Awards
National Merit Scholarship Finalist — Sophia Louise Jane Cinel

National Achievement Finalist — Chelsea Davis
National Hispanic Honorable Mention — Philip Roderic Yiannopoulos

Board of Regents Awards

Sophia Louise Jane Cinel Martin Masakowski
Timothy Clayton May Mzayek
Josiah Gerhart Helen Planchet

Vy Linh Ky Julia Schoen

Benjamin Long

Academic Endorsements

Sophia Louise Jane Cinel Juliet Meeks
Timothy Clayton Daniel McDonald
Chelsea Davis John Henry Neill
Josiah Gerhardt Janie Planchet
Vy Linh Ky Julia Schoen
Benjamin Long Mimi Sherwood

Kevin Lytle Philip Yiannopoulos



DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

English
Joan Didion Award for Excellence in Personal Narrative — Ben Long
Oscar Wilde Award for Classroom Vivacity — Juliet Meeks

Foreign Language
Sociedad Espafiola “José Luis Bafios” Awards for Excellence in Spanish —Sophia Cinel & Julia Schoen

Loyola University Foreign Language Awards

For Excellence in French — May Mzayek

For Excellence in Spanish — Alexandra Wallace

Departmental Award for High Achievement in French — May Mzayek

Departmental Award for High Achievement in Italian — Michael H. O’Keefe

Departmental Award for High Achievement in Spanish — Martin Masakowski and Matthew C. Czerniak

Math
Algebra Ill, Most Outstanding Student — John Henry Neill

Algebra lll, Most Improved Student — Helen Janie Planchet
AP Calculus AB, Most Outstanding Student — Sophia Louise Jane Cinel

Science
Most Outstanding Student — Ben Long

Social Studies
Senior Award for Achievement in Social Studies — Aseel Alnawaiseh

Visual Arts
“Out of-the-Box” Award for Innovative & Creative Solutions — John Henry Neill

Creative Writing
Most Outstanding Level Il Student — Ben Long

Most Improved Level Ill Student — Amanda Sabala

Lusher Literary Award —chosen by outside judge Pia Erhardt, author of Famous Fathers and Other Stories
Winner — Tim Clayton
Runner-Up — Amanda Sabala

Athletics

Swimming

Team Leadership Award — Sophia Louise Jane Cinel
Football

Most Valuable Player — Matt Czerniak

Best Defensive Player — Jeremy Mano

Team Leadership Award — Jeremy Mano

Boys’ Soccer

Team Spirit Award — Matt Czerniak



Baseball

Most Valuable Player & Team Captain Award — Matt Czerniak
Coaches’ Project Pride Award — Josiah Gerhardt

Boys’ Basketball

Leadership & Team Spirit Award — Jeremy Mano

Cross Country

Most Valuable Female Player — May Mzayek

Track & Field

Most Valuable Male Player — Jeremy Mano

Academic Honors
Summa Cum Laude
Sophia Louise Jane Cinel
Vy Linh Ky

Magna Cum Laude
Aseel Alnawaiseh
Josiah Gerhardt
Benjamin Alan Long
Martin Masakowski
May Mzayek

Julia Schoen

Cum Laude

Timothy Jon Clayton
Juliet Meeks

Helen Janie Planchet

Perfect Attendance
Jeremy Mano
Alexandra Wallace

Certificates of Artistry

Creative Writing

Tim Clayton Ben Long

Chase Crowder Amanda Sabala
Visual Arts

Kevin Lytle John Henry Neill
Daniel McDonald Marguerite Sherwood

Juliet Meeks Alexandra Wallace



Spirit of Lusher Award, for exemplifying the Lusher Core Principles
May Mzayek

Ben Long

College Matriculations & Post-High School Plans
Bard College — Annandale-on-Hudson, NY
Ben Long

Bennington College — Bennington, VT
Julian Labat — Brockway Scholar

Bethel University — St. Paul, MN
Josiah Gerhardt — Merit Scholar

California College of the Arts — San Francisco, CA
Henry Neill

College of Santa Fe — Santa Fe, NM
Janie Planchet

Colorado Mountain College — Steamboat Springs, CO
Anna Ogden

Curry College — Milton, MA
Timmy Guidry

Delgado Community College — New Orleans, LA
Lauren Joseph

Gap Year in India with Global Learning Across Boundaries
Tim Clayton

Jordan (medical school)
Aseel Alnawaiseh

Loyola University — New Orleans, LA
Matt Czerniak — Merit Scholar
Chelsea Davis — Merit Scholar

Kevin Lytle — Merit Scholar

Juliet Meeks — Merit Scholar

May Mzayek — Merit Scholar
Michael O’Keefe — Merit Scholar
Alexandra Wallace

Louisiana Scholars College — Natchitoches, LA
Amanda Sabala — NSU Opportunity and Presidential Award



Louisiana State University — Baton Rouge, LA
Ariel Dean — TOPS

Louisiana Tech University — Monroe, LA
Jeremy Mano — Merit Scholar

New York University — New York City, NY
Julia Schoen — Merit Scholar

Reed College - Portland, OR
Philip Yiannopoulos

Santa Barbara City College — Santa Barbara, CA
Max Harrison

School of the Museum of Fine Arts — Boston, MA
Elizabeth Davas

Southwestern University — Georgetown, TX
Mimi Sherwood — Presidential Scholarship

Tulane University — New Orleans, LA
Vy Linh Ky — Legislative Scholarship
Daniel McDonald

University of New Orleans — New Orleans, LA
Renee Augustus

Bayley Crow

Chase Crowder

Mark Donoher — Merit Scholar

Martin Mazakowski — Merit Scholar

Garrett McGavran

Washington University — St. Louis, MO
Sophia Louise Jane Cinel — Eliot Scholar

Whittier College — Whittier, CA
Sylvia Burn

Alphabetical List of the Graduates of the Class of 2008 - Honors, Awards,

and Post-Graduation Plans
Aseel Alnawaiseh — magna cum laude, Senior Award for Achievement in Social Studies, attending
Medical School in Jordan

Renee Augustus — attending University of New Orleans (New Orleans, LA)

Sylvia Burn — attending Whittier College (Whittier, CA)



Sophia Louise Jane Cinel — summa cum laude, Board of Regents Award, Academic Endorsement, Team
Leadership Award in Swimming, Sociedad Espafiola “José Luis Baifos” Award for Excellence in Spanish,
Most Outstanding Student in AP Calculus AB (awarded by the Lusher Charter High School Math
Department), attending Washington University (St. Louis, MO) as an Eliot Scholar

Tim Clayton — cum laude, Academic Endorsement, Presidential Scholar in the Arts Semi-Finalist, Board of
Regents Award, Winner of the Lusher Literary Award, spending “gap” year in India with Global Learning
Across Boundaries

Bayley Crow — attending University of New Orleans (New Orleans, LA)
Chase Crowder — attending University of New Orleans (New Orleans, LA)

Matt Czerniak — Departmental Award for High Achievement in Spanish, Most Valuable Player in
Football, Team Spirit Award in Boys’ Soccer, Most Valuable Player and Team Captain Award in Baseball,
attending Loyola University (New Orleans, LA) as a Merit Scholar

Elizabeth Davas —attending School of the Museum of Fine Arts (Boston, MA)

Chelsea Davis — Academic Endorsement, attending Loyola University (New Orleans, LA) as a Merit
Scholar

Ariel Dean — attending Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, LA)
Mark Donoher — attending University of New Orleans (New Orleans, LA) as a Merit Scholar

Josiah Gerhardt — magna cum laude, Academic Endorsement, Board of Regents Award, Coaches’ Project
Pride Award in Baseball, attending Bethel University (St. Paul, MN) as a Merit Scholar

Timmy Guidry — attending Curry College (Milton, MA)
Max Harrison — attending Santa Barbara City College (Santa Barbara, CA)
Lauren Joseph — attending Delgado Community College (New Orleans, LA)

Vy Linh Ky — summa cum laude, Board of Regents Award, Academic Endorsement, attending Tulane
University (New Orleans, LA) as a Legislative Scholar

Julian Labat — attending Bennington College (Bennington, VT) as Brockway Scholar

Ben Long — magna cum laude, Certificate of Artistry in Creative Writing, Board of Regents Award,
Academic Endorsement, Joan Didion Prize for Narrative Writing, Outstanding Creative Writing Student,
Pirate’s Alley Faulkner Society High School Short Story Award Runner-Up, Outstanding Student in the
Sciences, Spirit of Lusher Award, attending Bard College (Annandale-on-Hudson, NY)

Kevin Lytle — Certificate of Artistry in the Visual Arts, Academic Endorsement, attending Loyola
University (New Orleans, LA) as a Merit Scholar



Jeremy Mano — Best Defensive Player and Team Leadership Award in Football, Leadership Award and
Team Leadership Award in Boys’ Basketball, Most Valuable Male Player in Track & Field, Perfect
Attendance, attending Louisiana Tech University (Monroe, LA) as a Merit Scholar

Martin Mazakowski — magna cum laude, Board of Regents Award, Departmental Award for High
Achievement in Spanish, attending University of New Orleans (New Orleans, LA) as a Merit Scholar

Daniel McDonald — Certificate of Artistry in Visual Arts, Academic Endorsement, attending Tulane
University (New Orleans, LA)

Garrett McGavran — attending University of New Orleans (New Orleans, LA)

Juliet Meeks — cum laude, Certificate of Artistry in the Visual Arts, Academic Endorsement, Oscar Wilde
Award for Classroom Vivacity (awarded by the Lusher English Department), attending Loyola University
(New Orleans, LA) as a Merit Scholar

May Mzayek — magna cum laude, Board of Regents Award, Loyola University Foreign Language Award
for Excellence in French, Departmental Award for High Achievement in French, Spirit of Lusher Award,
attending Loyola University (New Orleans, LA) as a Merit Scholar

Michael O’Keefe — Departmental Award for High Achievement in Italian, attending Loyola University
(New Orleans, LA) as a Merit Scholar

Henry Neill - Certificate of Artistry in the Visual Arts, Academic Endorsement, “Out of-the-Box” Award
for Innovative & Creative Solutions (awarded by the Lusher Visual Arts Department), Outstanding
Student in Algebra Il (awarded by the Lusher Math Department), attending California College of the Arts
(San Francisco, CA)

Anna Ogden - attending Colorado Mountain College (Steamboat Springs, CO)

Janie Planchet - cum laude, Board of Regents Award, Academic Endorsement, Most Improved Student
in Algebra Ill (awarded by the Lusher High School Math Department), attending College of Santa Fe
(Santa Fe, NM)

Amanda Sabala — Certificate of Artistry in Creative Writing, Most Improved Student in Creative Writing,
attending Louisiana Scholars College (Natchitoches, LA) as recipient of the NSU Opportunity and
Presidential Award

Julia Schoen — magna cum laude, Board of Regents Award, Academic Endorsement, Sociedad Espafiola
“José Luis Bafios” Award for Excellence in Spanish, attending New York University (New York, NY) as a
Merit Scholar

Mimi Sherwood — Certificate of Artistry in Visual Arts, Academic Endorsement, attending Southwestern
University (Georgetown, TX) as recipient of the Presidential Scholarship

Alexandra Wallace — Certificate of Artistry in the Visual Arts, Loyola University Foreign Language Award
for Excellence in Spanish, Perfect Attendance, attending Loyola University (New Orleans, LA)

Philip Yiannopoulos — Academic Endorsement, attending Reed College (Portland, OR)



